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During these days immediately following the elections, 
Babacar Toure added in SUD-HEBDO, Senegal is at a 
crossroads, and it is Senegalese who will lose if this 
misunderstanding is not settled. A strong state does not 
use violence or repression, and democracy, which 
requires people to behave democratically, Babacar 
Toure continued, is the least malicious of all political 
systems. So, let us cultivate it, because people are watch- 
ing us, he wrote. 


For his part, Abdoulaye Ndjarga Sylla, writing in SUD- 
HEBDO, calls for dialogue, which we badly need. Our 
country, he noted, must not witness confrontation 
between camps. It is by talking to one another that we 
will prove to the world that it is possible to overcome the 
contradictions that may come our way in a democracy 
that is still fragile, but is the trend of the future. 


Rara Diouf noted in | F SOT FIT that if tadav calm hac 
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[Diouf] That is not my problem. | am the president of the 
Republic. | am the kceper of the Constitution. I must see 
to the ixternal and external security of this country and 
if anybody violates the laws of the Republic in such a 
serious manner, he must be prepared to answer for it 
before the law. I must do my duty, without thinking of 
my reputation or any kind of political discomfort. You 
should know that I was not happy about ordering the 
arrest of Mr Wade or anybody else. All those who know 
me know that I am far from being [words indistinct] ar4 
I would have greatly preferred not to have had to order 
the arrest of anybody. But you and I witnessed the 
serious disturbances that took place in our capital, and 
you were also witnesses of the threats that preceded these 
disturbances. I am only doing my duty as keeper of the 
Constitution, and as the person responsible for the 
implementation of the law and for the internal and 
external security of this country. If Mr Wade is innocent, 
the law will determine this. If he is guiltv. he will be 
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Gabon 


Bongo Expresses Views on Single Party Choice 
ABO71255 Paris AFP in French 0934 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] Libreville, 7 Mar (AFP)}—The Gabonese Demo- 
cratic Party (PDG), which will celebrate the 20th anni- 
versary of its establishment on 12 March, fulfills its 
major role of “a melting pot and catalyst for national 
unity although there is still room for improvement,” the 
founding chairman, Omar Bongo, told AFP in an inter- 
view. 


It is “out of the question” to think of a [words indistinct] 
system, Mr Bongo reasserted, still haunted by the specter 
of often violent fratricidal struggles which plagued 
Gabon under the multiparty system. “We Africans have 
a sense of community. We have a traditional sense of 
collectivism. This is the spirit that needs to be expressed 
and improved upon,” either through the Constitution or 
the single party. “One often tends to believe that other 
systems are better, he added, but instead of imitating 
others, it is preferable to analyze their experiments and 
see whether they can be applied to us.” 


Regardless of the regime that is chosen—whether capi- 
talist, Marxist, sociodemocratic—“man is the central 
element, that is human happiness, humen rights, and 
human freedom,” President Bongo emphasized, “and if 
Gabon has chosen an intermediary path, which is ’pro- 
gressive and concerted democracy,“ he asserted, it is 
because it suits the mentality and the spirit of the 
country. ’°One must always know the type of people one 
is governing and what the needs of those people are,“ he 
stated in this regard. 


Taking stock of the 20 years of the PDG, Mr Bongo was 
of the view that it had played its role of “guaranteeing 
national unity.” The PDG is represented “even in the 
remotest villages of Gabon.” But the party “is an entity, 
like a car’s engine, which must constantly be maintained. 
So from time to time, "the oil and the plugs must be 
changed.“ The party can be “perfected. The PDG 
founding chairman seems to regret a certain lack of 
political maturity, especially among the party’s cadres. 
We had established a school for party executives, but it 
was transformed into a people’s university.“ This is why 
the third congress in September 1986 restored this 
school’s initial mission, Mr Bongo stated. 


He asserted that democracy really exists within the party: 
each one can express himself within it and as proof of 
this one only has to call back to mind “the government 
members and provincial governors who have been 
beaten in the Central Committee elections.” But he 
pointed out that “the practice of democracy is facing 
difficulties because it is still not well understood.” Thus 
during the local elections last June, there were many 
tickets and some candidates, who had all been nomi- 
nated by the party, insulted each other, called each other 
names and ended up fighting,“* the head of state 
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deplored. Under these circumstances, the PDG became 
a division rather than a unifying movement. President 
Bongo stated “even those who are against the one-party 
system came to see me and to tell me that I should stop 
that.** ’’ We should therefore find another way to achieve 
true democracy, without jeopardizing national unity and 
it is up to the grassroot militants to show us the way,“ he 
added. ‘We are capable of recognizing our mistakes,“ 
Mr Bongo further said. *More than once“ he added, a 
decision made by the head of state was questioned or 
simply dismissed by the founding chairman of the party 
(the same person) on advice of his political or judicial 
cabinet. 


Twenty years ago, when the head of state decided to 
create the PDG, he denounced the “‘nepotism” shown by 
the former party, the Gabonese Democratic Bloc (cre- 
ated by former president Leon Mba). “We were very 
close to being a totalitarian regime, Mr Bongo said. 
There was no coordinated activity organized within the 
party. Each member was using his own influence to 
advance his home region. There was no meeting on how 
to advance the country.” I condemned this policy at the 
time and will continue to condemn it,“ he added. This 
policy of nepotism “has not completely disappeared 
from our society and we should strive to combat it 
through ali means.“ 


Twenty years later, the Gabonese head of state conclud- 
ed, “we should slow down, reflect on the future and go 
forward by reorganizing the already existing structures 
bearing in mind our decision to initiate our policy of 
renovation.” 


Zaire 
Mobutu Announces Major Cabinet Reshuffle 


Nbagui Appointed Prime Minister 
ABO072038 Paris AFP in French 1956 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] Kinshasa, 7 Mar (AFP)—Zairian President Mar- 
shal Mobutu Sese Seko announced this evening at the 
end of an extraordinary Cabinet meeting a “major 
restructuring of the Executive Council” (Council of 
Ministers) that resulted particularly in the appointment 
of Sambwa Pida Nbagui to the post of prime minister. 


Sambwa Pida Nbagui, who was former deputy prime 
minister in charge of the Ministries of Plan, Finance, 
Budget, Economy, Industry, and State Investment, has 
thus succeeded Mabi Mulumba, who was appointed to 
this post in January 1987. 


This reshuffle also resulted in the creation of two posts of 
deputy prime ministers (state commissioners): Nimy 
Mayidika Ngimbi, former minister of citizens Rights 
and Liberties, who has been appointed deputy prime 
minister in charge of political and social problems; and 
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Nyembo Shabani, former state commissioner delegate to 
the Ministry of National Economy and Indusiry, who 
has been appointed deputy prime minister in carge of 
economic problems. 


New Foreign Minister Named 
ABO072233 Paris AFP in French 2147 GMT 7 Mar 88 


{Excerpts} Kinshasa, 7 Mar (AFP)}—President Mobutu 
Sese Seko of Zaire today appointed to the post of prime 
minister Sambwa Pida Nbagui, the former deputy prime 
minister in charge of the Ministries of Plan, Budget, 
Economy, Industry, and State Investments. [passage 
omitted } 


It is worth mentioning that Nguza Karl-I-Bond, Zaire’s 
former ambassador to the United States and former 
leader of the Zairian opposition abroad, entered the 
government as minister of foreign affairs and interna- 
tional cooperation. Ekila Lyonda, former minister of 
foreign affairs and international cooperation, has 
become minister of information and press, replacing 
Mandungu Bula Nyati, who has been appointed minister 
of territorial administration. As for President Mobutu 
himself, he has kept the post of minister of defense and 
territorial security as well as that of the veterans. 


Although this reshuffle is regarded as major, it has not 
deeply called into question the direction of Zairian 
policy — indeed, only four ministers have left the 
government anid eight others have changed posts. The 
other five posts of ministers delegate have been abol- 
ished. 


State Commissioner Replaced 
AB081051 Paris AFP in French 0935 GMT 8 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] Kinshasa, 8 Mar (AFP)}—Sambwa Pida Nba- 
gui,the former deputy first state commissioner in charge 
of finance, was appointed first state commissioner of 
Zaire yesterday, replacing Mabi Mulumba who nonethe- 
less keeps his function as member of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Popular Movement of Revolution (MPR, 


single party). 
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Mr Sambwa, 47 years old, who graduated from the 
Universite Libre de cruxelles with a bachelor’s degree in 
economics, has successively occupied the posts of gover- 
nor of the Bank of Zaire, state commissioner for econ- 
omy and industry, and state commissioner for planning. 
Until yesterday, he was in charge of the departments of 
Planning, Finance, Budget, Economy, and Industry as 
well as Parastatals. 


In chosing this new first state commissioner, President 
Mobutu wanted to reaffirm the the fact that the economy 
remained his main concern, observers note in Kinshasa. 
This Cabinet reshuffle was undertaken after the talks the 
Zairian head of state held last week with the ambassa- 
dors of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development. During their talks, President Mobutu 

the rescheduling of Zairian debts that 
amounted to $6.9 billion U.S. dollars at the end of 1987. 
According to some financial circles, Zaire is likely to 
request a 3-year moratorium from the Paris Club (group- 
ing creditor countries) in the coming days for the pay- 
ment of its debts that amounted to $884 million in May 
1987. At that date, Zaire had already been granted a 
15-year rescheduling with a 6-year grace period. [passage 
omitted] 


MMI AIDS Drug Said 80 Percent Successful 
AB071301 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] A leading Zairian expert on AIDS, Prof Zirim Wa 
Ba Gabo says a drug he jointly developed with an 
Egyptian surgeon, Dr Ahmed Chapik, has proved 80 
percent succesful after 10-month trial in the treatment of 
the killer disease. Speaking at Egypt’s first international 
conference on AIDS held in Cairo, Prof Zirim Wa Ba 
said so far 337 patients have been injected with the drug 
with only 10 people dying. Professor Zirim Wa Ba Gabo 
said the drug called MM! is nontoxic and has no side 
effects. He said the drug attacks the AIDS virus and 
restores the immune system. The professor said people 
who have died so far during treatment with the MM1 
AIDS drug died from diseases unrelated to the drug. 
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Ethiopia 


Rebels Claim Generals Shot Following Mutiny 
AU071541 Paris AFP in English 1534 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Spelling of Ethiopian names as received] 


[Text] Rome, March 7 (AFP)}—Five Ethiopian Army 
generals have been shot by firing squad after a mutiny by 
government troops on the Eritrean front, an exiled 
Eritrean rebel group said in a statement here Monday. 


The Eritrean Liberation Front (ELF) claimed that Gen- 
eral Tari Yayene, commander of Ethiopian troops at 
Nacfa in Eritrea, and General Regasa Jimma, com- 
mander of the Ethiopian Second Division, were executed 
because junior officers refused to obey their orders. 


Three other generals and four colonels were also shot, the 
ELF statement added, but it did not say when the 
executions took place. 


The ELF has accused Colonel Mengistu Haile Miriam’s 
government of releasing common criminals to serve in 
Ethiopian Army units in Eritrea. 


But Monday’s statement said that troops in the Ethio- 
pian Second Division had shown “complicity” with the 
rebels. 


Eritrean rebels have been fighting the Ethiopian Govern- 
ment since martial law was declared in the province in 
1971. 


Bayeh, French Foreigs Minister Hold Talks 
EA072122 Addis Ababa in English to Neighboring 
Countries 1530 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] Information released by the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairstoday said Comnrade Berhanu Bayeh, member of 
the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the 
WPE and minister of foreign affairs, and Mr Jean- 
Bernard Raimond, foreign minister of France, recently 
held talks on the relations between the two countries and 
on ways of further strengthening them. It said during the 
talks Comrade Berhanu briefed the French foreign min- 
ister on the current situation in Ethiopia and on the 
relations between Ethiopia and the neighboring coun- 
tries. It also said Comrade Berhanu stressed that Ethio- 
pia is ready to strengthen its relations with all countries 
based on its policy of nonalignment. 


It added that Comrade Berhanu, in the course of his visit 
to France, also held talks with the French party and 
government officials and briefed them on the general 
situation in Ethiopia. 
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Mengistu Congratulates Kenya’s Moi 
EA072117 Addis Ababa in Amharic to Neighboring 
Countries 1600 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] Comrade Mengistu Haile Mariam, secretary gen- 
eral of the WPE Central Committee, president of the 
PDRE and Commander in chief of the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces, today sent a message of congratulations 
to Daniel Arap Moi, president of the Republic of Kenya 
and commander in chief of the country’s Armed Forces, 
on his reelection as president. On behalf of the govern- 
ment and people of the PDRE, as well as on his own 
behalf, Comrade President Mengistu said in his message 
to President Daniel Arap Moi: The reelection of the 
president to this high post clearly reflects the confidence 
of the people of Kenya 'n him. It also demonstrates his 
wisdom, farsightedness, and popularity. 


Comrade President Mengistu expressed confidence that 
relations between the two sisterly countries will be fur- 
ther strengthened on the basis of the common interests of 
their two peoples. Comrade President Mengistu wished 
the president success in his work. He also wished the 
friendly people of Kenya peace and prosperity. 


Somalia 


84 Somali Soldiers Defect to Rebel Ranks 
EA072206 (Clandestine) Radio Halgan in Somali to 
Somalia 1700 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] At the end of February 1988, 84 armed soldiers of 
the 11th Brigade of the 2ist Division of the Somali 
forces defected to the Democratic Front for the Salva- 
tion of Somalia’s base of the ninth general, Aynanshe 
Division. The defecting soldiers were led by Second 
Lieutenant Ahmad Nur Husayn, Forces No 70116. 


Another 29 soldiers of the Fourth Brigade of the 21st 
Division of the Somali forces defected to the same base, 
commanded by Corporal Abdi Sugal Uthman Farah, 
Forces No 36472. 


The defecting soldiers told our reporter that they decided 
to join the struggle in order to hasten the fall of the fascist 
regime, which is unleashing massacres on the innocent 
people of Somalia. 


SNM Actions in Northwest, Awdal Regions Noted 
EA072200 (Clandestine) Radio Halgan in Somali 
to Somalia 1700 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] On 26 February 1988, the fighters of the Somali 
National Movement, SNM wing of the Somali opposi- 
tion forces, attacked the forces of the Mogadishu regime 
stationed at Aw Barakhadleh checkpoint 20 km east of 
Hargeisa Town Northwest Region, killing the 10 soldiers 
who were manning the checkpoint. The checkpoint, its 
equipment, and everything else on site were destroyed. 
The SNM fighters suffered no casualties. 
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Also on 26 February, the SNM fighters attacked the 
Dhubbato checkpoint 50 km east of Hargeisa Town, 
Northwest region, killing nine soldiers and destroying 
the checkpoint and the equipment there. The SNM 
fighteres suffered no casualties. 


Again on 26 February, the SNM fighters attacked the 
(Bardan Wanag) checkpoint 25th [word indistinct] of 
Hargeisa town, killing five soldiers and destroying the 
checkpoint and all its equipment. The SNM fighters 
suffered no casualties. 


And also on 26 February, the SNM fighters attacked the 
Mogadishu forces manning the Shiikh Abdaal check- 
point on the outskirts of Mandera town, Northwest 
Region, killing seven soldiers and destroying the check- 
point and all its equipment. The SNM fighters suffered 
no casualties. 


On 2 March 1988, the fighters of the Somali National 
Movement, SNM wing of the Somali opposition forces, 
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blew up troops of the forces of the Mogadishu regime 
who were travelling in a civilian vehicle confiscated by 
the repressive organ of dictator Siad Barre. The vehicle 
was blown up between Dila and Jubad in Boorama 
District, Awdal Region, by a land mine planted by the 
SNM fighters. 


The Nissan vehicle number Somalia 57879 was com- 
pletely destroyed, killing eight soldiers, three of them 
officers. The dead soldiers were of 109 Platoon, Fifth 
Battalion of the First Brigade of the 26th Division of the 
Somali forces stationed at (Qubax) in Boorama District, 
Awda Region. The three officers killed were Second 
Lieutenant Muhammad Cireh, commander of the artil- 
lery of 109 Platoon; Second Lieutenant Shireh Dagaleh, 
commander of 109 Platoon; and a major who had just 
been posted from Mogadishu. The SNM fighters suffered 
no casualties. 
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Burkina Faso 


Popular Front Announces Airport Open 24 Hours 
ABO072255 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
2200 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] Here is a communique which has just reached us 
from the Popular Front: 


The Coordinating Bureau of the Popular Front has the 
pleasure to inform the militant people of Burkina Faso 
about the following: First, the Ouagadougou Interna- 
tional Airport and the airspace are open to traffic 24 
hours daily as of today, 7 March 1988. 


Second, all types of trains are authorized to cross the 
border and to operate on the national territory 24 hours 
a day as of today, 7 March 1988. 


The fatherland of death! We will win. 
Cape Verde Islands 


Ministry of T Commerce Restructured 
ABO72130 Paris AFP in French 2004 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] Praia 7 Mar (AFP)}—The State Secretariat for 
Commerce has been abolished and a State Secretariat for 
Merchant Marine has been created following the deci- 
sion last week to restructure Cape Verde’s Ministry of 
Commerce, Transport and Tourism, it was learned from 
an Official source in Praia. 


The new State Secretariat for Merchant Marine will 
group the General Directorate for Maritime Affairs, the 
General Directorate for Ports, and the Maritime Affairs 
Inspectorate, the source added. 


The Department of Commerce will be directly attached 
to the Ministry responsible for that, to ensure better 
coordination of its different sectors. In addition, the 
minister of commerce, Osvalco Lopes da Silva, will be 
directly in charge of the Departments of Civil Aviation, 
Tourism, and Communications. He will be charged with 
taking measures concerning the reorganization and the 
development of Cape Verde’s airplane fleet. 


Gambia 
Central Bank Yet To Find New Governor 
ABO71743 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[From The “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] The resignation of the governor of The Gambia’s 
Central Bank, Thomas Senghor, last week came as a 
surprise and the government has been tight-lipped about 
the reasons for Mr Senghor’s departure. And it has left a 
gap in The Gambia’s financial structure that is going to 
be hard to fill, and has set off much speculation among 
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officials, the Gambian public, and international finan- 
cial institutions about who will take over. From Banjul, 
Babacar Gueye cabled this report. 


[Begin Gueye recording] There is no likely Gambian 
successor to Mr Senghor. This had led some people to 
believe that The Gambia may end up with a foreigner as 
governor of its Central Bank, which, in itself, would not 
be much of as a surprise since The Gambia has a 
Nigerian chief justice. But as public speculation mounts, 
the Gambian government has still to publicly acknowl- 
edge or confirm Mr Thomas Senghor’s resignation, let 
alone to say why he resigned. 


Gambians first learned of Mr Senghor’s resignation from 
Radio Senegal who quoted press agency reports. It has 
since not been made clear exactly why Mr Senghor had 
resigned apart from rumors that it was because of 
disagreement with the minister of finance, Mr Sherif 
Sisay. 


When contacted by me on Friday [4 March], Mr Sisay 
would not talk and he has since gone abroad maybe, as 
some people believe, to shop around for a new governor. 
Mr Senghor would also not tell me why he resigned 
saying Only that he would speak at the right time. 


However, reliable sources say that Mr Senghor may well 
be suffering the wrath of a visiting team of IMF experts. 
They are said to be displeased with the Central Bank for 
its late presentation of certain reports and documents, 
and on top of that the delayed payment of some $30 
million owed to the IMF. 


Quite apart from questioning the reason for Mr Seng- 
hor’s resignation, the public also is not pleased that the 
first news came from Radio Senegal. People cannot 
understand why Radio Gambia does not report on such 
matters which are bound to be reported by Radio 


Senegal anyway. [end recording] 
Ghana 


Romanian President Arrives 7 March 
AB071832 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] The president of the Socialist Republic of Roma- 
nia, Mr Nicolae Ceausescu, arrived in Accra this after- 
noon for a 2-day state visit. He is accompanied by his 
wife, Elena, and senior government officials. At the 
airport to welcome him was the chairman of the PNDC, 
Flight Lieutenant Rawlings. Also present were Nana 
Konadu Agyeman-Rawlings, other PNDC members, sec- 
retaries of state, members of the diplomatic corps, rev- 
olutionary cadres, and cultural groups. President Ceau- 
sescu was given 2 21-gun salute. After the welcoming 
ceremony, the Romanian leader drove to Revolutionary 
Square where he laid a wreath. 
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Officials Seize Sums From Currency Traffickers 
ABO71451 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] Officials of the Customs, Excise, and Preventive 
Service at Elubo in the Western Region have seized large 
sums of foreign and local currencies from 20 alien 
currency traffickers. A spokesman for the service told 
newsmen that the aliens, who were operating al a nearby 
village called Noe on the Ivorian side of the Ghana- Cote 
d'Ivoire border, were expelled by the authorities there. 
He said following their expulsion, the alien currency 
traffickers suddenly appeared on the Ghana side of 
border with the currencies which were not covered by 
documents. It was therefore decided to confiscate the 
monies to deter people from such practices which are 
rampant in the area. 


The spokesman assured travelers and businessmen that 
they can always enter Ghana with their foreign money to 
change at the local banks and approved hotels. He said 
travelers and traders who change their monies at the 
black market on the Ivorian side of the border stand the 
risk of having their monies confiscated when caught on 
the Ghana side of the border. He urged travelers and 
traders to ignore the advice of some unscrupulous per- 
sons who deceived them that their foreign monies would 
be seized on the Ghana side of the border. He said 
travelers and traders will be given the appropriate doc- 
uments to cover any amount of foreign monies which 
they usually bring to Ghana. The spokesman reminded 
the public that it is an offense io make false declarations 
of currencies and goods to customs officials at the entry 
points. 


Ivory Coast 


Teachers Union Leader Not Freed After Jail Term 
ABO072009 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] The saga of the conflict beiween the Ivory Coast 
Secondary School Teachers’ Union, SYNESCI, and 
President Houphouet-Boigny’s government is still sim- 
mering on. After a series of teachers’ protests, unusual in 
Ivory Coast, SYNESCI’s executive was ousted last year 
and its leaders, including the general secretary, Laurent 
Akoun, arrested and detained on charges of embezzle- 
ment. Some said the charges were trumped up on polit- 
ical grounds. Well, Mr Akoun completed his 6 months 
sentence on Saturday [5 March] and was due to be 
released today. On the line to Abidjan, Mark Doyle 
asked Elizabeth Blunt what had happened. 


[Begin recording] [Blunt] Well, on Saturday morning, his 
family and friends and some journalists as well went 
down to the main jail in Abidjan, the jail at Yopougon, 
waiting for him to come out. All the other prisoners were 
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released. There were obviously a number of other pris- 
oners due to be released that morning. They all came out 
then Akoun’s family was told that they couldn't find his 
release order. So everybody waited a bit longer and then 
eventually, his wife and his lawyer, who were allowed 
inside the jail, were told that although his sentence was 
over, he wasn’t being freed, buthhe was being taken 
Straight to military headquarters in Abidjan. And imme- 
diately after that, he came out of the gate in a pickup 
truck sitting between two guards and was driven off very 
fast toward the town. Well, his family and friends 
followed afterwards and eventually when they weren't 
allowed to see him at the military headquarters, they 
were told that he was being taken straight away to 
Seguela which is an Army camp about 400 km north of 
Abidjan. 


[Doyle] And what's going to happen to him there? 


[Blunt] Well, there, presumably, he will join the other 
members of the old leadership of the teachers’ union who 
have been there since late last year and they are doing 
extra military service to train them to be good citizens, 
according to the education minister. When [words indis- 
tinct] asked the education minister how long that could 
be, he said that that depended how long it took to make 
them into citizens worthy of the name. So this appears to 
be a kind of indefinite, in fact punitive military service 
that they are doing. And now it looks as if Akoun is 
joining them. 


[Doyle] Does this enforced military service in Seguela, 
does it effectively mean that these people are political 
prisoners? 


[Blunt] Well, in a sense, yes. Obviously, not officially. 
Officially, they are just doing extra military service. 
There is, for instance, in the Ivory Coast, the provision 
for people like teachers who are doing important work to 
do further military service. So, the official explanation is 
that some of these peopie wouldn't have done their 
service and they are still liable for it. The State has sort 
of [word indistinct] in on that. But that wouldn't apply 
{word indistinct] and it wouldn't, for example, apply to 
Akoun who has done his military service in the past. It's 
a well known way in the Ivory Coast for dealing with 
dissidents. There were students involved in protests 
against the government some years ago. They were sent 
to Segue 1. Eventually, they were freed and presumably 
they are considered to have become respectable citizens 
who don't give the government any more trouble. [end 
recording) 


Liberia 
Envoy to Ivory Coast Urges Increased Th ade 


ABO72152 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 7 Mar 8&8 


{Text} The Liberian ambassador to la Cote d'Ivoire, 
Harold G. Tarr, has underscored the need for both 
countries to exchange experts in the areas of agriculture, 
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trade, commerce, and industry. Ambasador Tarr 
observed that such efforts would serve as a catalyst to 
further promote the cordial ties betweer Liberia and the 
Ivory Coast, which they continue to enjoy since the two 
peoples established diplomatic relations. In an iaterview 
with reporters ai a local hotel in Monrovia today, the 
Liberian envoy pointed out that priority must be placed 
in agricultural sector, of which government is striving to 
attain self-sufficiency. He maintained that agriculture is 
the key to the survival of any nation and as such should 
be given utmost consideration to sustain the growth and 
development of its people. The Liberian ambassador 
disclosed that he has initiated talks with Ivorian Gov- 
ernment officials and expressed optimism that results of 
such meetings were yielding fruitful results. 


Ambassador Tarr used the occasion to reiterate Presi- 
dent Doe’s call on Liberian exiles to return home and 
contribute their quotas to the socioeconomic as well 
cultural advancement of the nation. He, however, hinted 
that since the presidential clemenc’,, a good number of 
Liberian exiles in la Cote d'Ivoire had responded and 
equally joined the calls of nation building. 


Vice President Receives Outgoing PRC Envoy 
AB080820 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] The outgoing Chinese ambassador to Liberia, Mr 
Jianchang Pei, [name as heard] today paid a courtesy call 
on Vice President Harry F. Moniba. Steve Dibley has 
that story. 


[Begin recording] During t° <ir brief discussions which 
centered around Sino-Liberian relations, Vice President 
Moniba praised the Chinese envoy with the able manner 
in which he represented his country during his tour of 
duty. Dr Moniba praised Ambassador Zhang for his 
efforts to further cement the already cordial ties between 
Liberia and the people of China. Vice President Moniba 
then wished Ambassador Zhang on behaif of the people 
and government of Liberia good luck in his new assign- 
ment. 


Earlier, the Chinese diplomat expressed happiness that 
the bilateral relations between the two countries have 
been developing smoothly and said he was optimistic 
that they will continue to grow stronger for the better- 
ment of the two countries and their respective peoples. 
Ambassador Zhang has meanwhile thanked President 
Doe for his efforts to reconcile and unite the people of 
Liberia. [end recording) 

Former NPA Director Testifies in Fraud Case 
AB072132 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 

2000 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] The former chairman of the Board of Directors of 
the National Port Authority [NPA], Mr Jackson F. Doe, 
has said the purchase order for the fire trucks and 10 
navigational aids intended for the port was approved by 
the NPA board of directors and executed accordingly by 
the NPA management. 
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Mr Doe, who later took over the operation of the NPA as 
managing director in May 1984, told the criminal court 
that during his tenure, he disbursed a total of 200,000 
Liberian dollars to Benny Eshun towards the purchase of 
several needed items, including a fire truck and naviga- 
tional aids. Mr Doe was testifying today as the sixth state 
witness in the 575,000 Liberian dollars criminal facilita- 
tion case involving the former managing director of the 
NPA, Dr J. Bernard Blamo. He said following the 
payment to Mr Eshun, Dr Blamo, then minister of state 
for presidential affairs, wrote him, Doe, a letter thanking 
him for the payment made to Benny Eshun by the NPA. 
Mr Doe said the letter to him also indicated that by 
directives of the [word indistinct] head of state, NPA 
should pay the full amount as agreed upo:. by NPA and 
Mr Eshun. 


Witness Doe said following several demands by Benny 
Eshun for additional funds, the NPA management was in 
the process of paying another 50,000 Liberian dollars 
toward the purchase of the items when he was dismissed 
as managing director of the NPA. The trial continues 
with Justice Minister Jenkins Scott appearing to testify 
for the state. 


Mali 


Traore Receives French Premier’s Envoy 
ABO071749 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1500 GMT 7 Mar 88 


{Text] The secretary general of the Democratic Union of 
Malian People and president of the Republic, General 
Moussa Traore, has received the French ambassador to 
Mali, His Excellency Michel Perrin, who was accompa- 
nied by Mr Bernazd de Montferrand, the French coop- 
eration minister's permanent undersecretary. After read- 
ing the message from French Prime Minister Jacques 
Chirac, President Moussa Traore pointed out some 
fields in which the French technical assistants in Mali 
have granted assistance in support of the party's and 
government's actions. Structural adjustment reforms 
within the economy, employment-generating initiatives, 
and the support for the creation of small-and medium- 
sized enterprises were also at the center of discussions. 
The French ambassador to Mali and the French cooper- 
ation rninister’s permanent undersecretary expressed 
their satisfaction with the Malian authorities’ determi- 
nation to further strengthen the ties of friendship and 
cooperation in a climate of mutual respect and trust. The 
talks took place in the presence of Dr Ngolo Traore, the 
president’s permanent undersecretary, and Mr (Ndongo 
Cissoko), the secretary general of the Presidential Palace. 


His Excellency Michel Pernn and Mr Bernard de Mont- 
ferzand. the French cooperation minister’s permanent 
undersecretary, talked to our correspondent, Makoro 
Aissatov, after the audience. 
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[Begin recording] [Perrin] You remember that on ! 5 and 
16 June 1987, Mr Aurillac made a short visit to Mali and 
before he left, the president of the Republic, President 
Moussa Traore, told him to come back aga!~ for another 
visit and Mr Aurillac said that he would. President 
Moussa Traore recently reminded him of his commit- 
ment, but it so happens that Mr Aurillac has been 
entrusted by the prime minister to prepare his electoral 
campaign. Besides his ministerial activities, additional 
duties did not allow him to come, and that is why he has 
asked his permanent undersecretary, Mr Bernard de 
Montferant, to come and deliver a message on his behalf. 
This message follows a previous message from French 
Prime Minister Jacques Chirac, sent to Gen Moussa 
Traore. [passage indistinct] 


[Aissctov] Yuur Excellency, can you describe the focus of 
your talks with the president of the Republic? 


{Montferant] I came to deliver a message from Prime 
Minister Chirac to Fresident Traore. France presently 
wants to help its Malian partner to come out of this very 
difficult period of adjustment, which is being experi- 
enced by all African countries, because of the drastic fall 
in the prices of raw materials over the past few years and 
the difficulties experienced by al! African countries. In 
that regard, France has wanted to show to Mali its 
solidarity and this is the focus of the message that the 
French prime minister wished to send President Moussa 
Traore. fend recording) 


1 Billion CFA Francs Granted 
AB072042 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1500 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] France has granted Mali | billion CFA francs for 
supporting the structural adjustment efforts made by our 
country. The agreement was signed early this afternoon 
by Mr Modibo Keita, the minister of foreign affairs and 
international cooperation, and Mr Bernard de Montfer- 
rand, the French cooperation minister's permanent 
undersecretary. 


Students at Teachers College Classes 
ABO72041 Paris AFP in French 1953 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] Bamako, 7 Mar (AFP)}—The students of the 
Bamako Advanced Teachers’ Training College today 
began to boycott classes in solidarity with nine of their 
comrades who were dismissed from the institution last 
week for “gross indiscipline,” it was learned {rom stu- 
dent sources. 


No explanation has been given yet concerning the strike 
order. The nine dismissed students took part in a dem- 
onstration on 2 March (a march to the Ministry of 
National Education) in Bamako to orotest against the 
dismissal of their philosoph, teacher, Issa Ndiaye, by the 
Malian Government. Issa Ndiaye was transferred to the 
National Instit’1te of Engineers in Bamako but he refused 
to go to his new post. 
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Two other teachers at the National Advanced Teachers” 
Training College, suspected of having incited the stu- 
dents to demonstrate on 2 March in Bamako, were also 
arrested last week. 


Nigeria 
Further on Visit by FRG President Weizsaecker 


Hold Bilateral Talks 
ABO071406 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1200 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] Nigeria anu West Germany officials today held 
talks in Lagos on ways of strengthening political and 
economic relations. The Nigerian delegation was !<d by 
President Ibrahim Babangida, while the German side 
was headed by Fresident Richard von Weizsaecker. 


Speaking at the opening, Pr. sident Babangida pointed 
out that the economic freedom enunciated by the present 
administration has created a suitable investment climate 
to attract foreign invesiors. 


The president noted that over the years, the Federal 
Republic of Germany and its entrepreneurs had been 
some of the closest partners of Nigeria in her quest for 
developinent. General Babangida, however, stated that 
German cooperation in the (?medical) and technical 
sectors were needed more now than ever before, partic- 
ularly in the areas of agriculture, solar energy research, 
and health care delivery. Others fields are engineering as 
well as scienc. and technology. President Babangida 
commended West Germany for its contributions to the 
economic development of the Third World countries 
and urged it to continue supporting less developed 
nations. 


West German President Dy Weizsaecker after the talks 
laid a wreath at the cenotzph. 


Debt Payment Rescheduled 
ABO072142 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] An agreement for the rescheduling of some of 
Nigeria’s debt to West Germany was signed today in 
Lagos between officials of both countries. The agreement 
covers credits totalling about 7 billion naira. Under it, 
Nigeria has been granted a longer grace period to com- 
plete repayment to German creditors by 1997. The 
visiting West German president, Dr Richard von Weiz- 
saecker, announced this while addressing a world news 
conference at Nnamc Azikiwe conference center, 
Dodan Barracks. 


Dr Weizsaecker said the agreement demonstrated his 
country’s faith in the structural adjustment program of 
the Federal Government. He remarked that Nigeria was 


FBIS-AFR-88-045 
8 March 1988 


West Germany's most important political and economic 
partner in Africa, pointing out that German investments 
in Nigeria totalled about DM 700 million. 


On South Africa, President Weizsaecker explained thai 
the West German Goveri..nent had banned all new 
investments in the apartheid enclave. Similarly, the 
German Government has placed an embarzo on a! 
shipments of arms and nuclear technology to South 
Africa as well as the importation of South African iron 
and steel. Dr Weizaecker argued that his country has no 
Opposition to sanctions against Pretoria, but sounded of 
fears that such a move would escalate violence and 
[words indistinct] «0 buttress the argument, the West 
German leader said that his government had received a 
(2comprehensive) report from African countries on the 
effects of the economic sanctions on the racist regime. 
He disclosed that in the past 10 years West Germany has 
speni about 12 billion naira to lessen the economic 
dependence of Frontline States on South Africa. 


‘Harsher’ RSA Sanctions Possible 
LD072213 Hamburg DPA in German 
1957 GMT 7 Mar 58 


[Excerpt] Lagos (DPA)}—President Richard von Weiz- 
saecker has not excluded the possibility of harsher sanc- 
tions against the apartheid regime in South Africa in the 
long term. No one in Pretoria should feel certain “that 
additional measures will never be considered”, he said 
on Monday evening at a press conference during his state 


visit to the Nigerian capital, Lagos. 


The topic of South Africa was at the forefront of his talks 
with the Nigerian leadership, which demands harsher 
measures against Pretoria. Von Weizsaecker gave a 
reminder that the rerponsibility for decisions, which in 
the final analysis ied to violence and misery for others, 
must not be taken lightly. Sanct:ons could also led to a 
strengthening of the whites’ “laager mentality” in South 
Africa and so to more suffering for the black popula‘ion. 


The president again called for a rapid and peaceful 
change in South Africa. Racial discrimination was a 
violation of human rights and for that reason apartheid 
must be ended. But force must not be a means of 
achieving this end. [passage omitted! 


Commentary Calls for Trade Boost 
ABO71625 Lagos International Service ix English 
0830 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] Nigeria and West Germany share lots of similar- 
ities, especially in the areas of culture and economics. 
Both countries, for instance, are made up of diverse 
cvitures and operate a foderal system of government. 
Like Nigeria, West Germany has an economy that is raw 
materials and export dependent. With a population of 
over 100 million people, Nigeria is known to have the 
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largest market in Africa. The same thing will be said of 
West Germany considering its positio:. on the European 
market. Over the years, West Germany has been doing 
business in Nigeria through a pharmaceutical and con- 
struction company. One of the joint ventures by the two 
countries is the construction of a toll bridge, wiiich was 
financed with loans granted by FRG. Other areas of 
cooperation include the construction of the Delta Stee! 
Complex in Alzja, Bendel State, as weil as the steel 
rolling mill in Oshode, in Oyo State, and Jos, in Plateau 
State. 


However, one area which calls for more meaningful 
cooperation between Nigeria and West Germany is trade 
between the two countries. Nigerians are not happy to 
know that in spite of the obvious increase in the volume 
of trade between Nigeria and West Germany, Nigeria is 
trailing under a trade deficit while the joint ventures in 
cars and truck assemblies are performing below expecta- 
tion. The visit of the West German president to Nigeria 
provides an opportuntiy for officials of both countries t= 
enter into meaningful dialogue with the view to finding 
ways of correcting the trade imbalance. And this car: be 
done if the West German authorities give serious con- 
sideration to the need to buy more from Nigeria, a 
country which is naturally endowed with abundant raw 
materials such as chemicals, timber, and farm produce 
that are in high demand in Germany. 


West German foreign relations is wcll known to be 
predicated on a number of very important consider- 
ations. These include the need for the stabilization of 
raw material export earning of developing countries and 
participation in debt reschedulirg [words indistinct] to 
ease difficulties often posed by highly indebted coun- 
tries. So, the visit of the West German leader could not 
have come at a more appropriate time than now that 
Nigeria is taking steps to recover from tie ailing econo- 
my. In other words, one expects that through closer 
cooperation, West Germany car assist the Nigerian 
authorities in the efforts to ensure effective implemen- 
tation of the structural adjustment program. 


Another area which the authorities of both countries 
may wish to look into is the need for cultural and 
educational exchanges. Although Nigerians are reasca- 
ably informed about German history, not many Ger- 
mans have an idea of whz‘ part of the world Nigeria is. 
This is regrettable. Also, the Nigerian and West German 
authorities are expected to explore the possibilities of 
closer cooperation in the campaign against the obnox- 
ious apartheid policy in South Africa. By now, the 
[words indistinct] realized that Nigeria does not believe 
in the rhetoric in the [words indistinct] find solutions to 
the problem in that racist enclave. Hopefully, the Ger- 
man leader will, after his visit to Nigeria, be more 
convinced than ever before that the surest way to diffuse 
the political tension in that part of the world is through 
the imposition of comprehensive sanctions on racist 
South Africa. 


F a 
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Juurnalist Diess 
ABO; 1243 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1200 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] One of the foreign journalists covering the current 
visit of the West German president died this morning in 
a Lagos hospital. The man, Mr Lutz Meunier, is said io 
have suffered a heart attack in his hotel room yesterday 
and was immediately rushed to a hospital. He was 
reported to have appeared stable shortly after admission. 
Mr Meunier wes the chief editor of Rias-Berlin Radio. 


His death was announced to Dodan Barracks correspon- 
dents by the chief press secretary to the president, Chief 
Duro Onabule. The late journalist's widow has been 
informed of his death by telephone by the press secretary 
to the West German president, Mr Friedhert Pfluger. 


Medical records, however, show that Mr Meunier had 
his first heart attack in the early eighties. Arrangements 
are being made to send his body home. Meanwhile, 
President Ibrahim Babangida has sent a message of 
condolence to both the widow and the West German 
President Richard von Weizsaecker. 


Defense Minister Returns From Frontline States 
AB080836 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] The minister of defense and chairman, joint chiefs 
of staff, Lieutenant General Domkat Bali, has described 
the situation in the Frontline States as very bad. The 
minister, who returned to Lagos today after a 2-week 
tour of the Frontline States, [words indistinct] to send 
troops in view of the present economic situation. 


Lt Gen Bal: told reporters at the airport that in addition 
to military ad material help, Nigeria was going to train 
the troops of the Frontline States. The defense minister 
said Mozambique and Angola might be affected words 
indistinct} for the Frontline States. 


Senegal 


Foreign Minister Returns from Gabon 
ABO71303 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] Foreign Affairs Minister Ibrahima Fall returned 
to Dakar last night fron: Libreville where he ¢clivered a 
friendly mesage from President Diouf to President Omar 
Bongo, head of state and founding-chairman of the 
Gabonese Democratic Party. 


WEST AFRICA 


Newspapers Evaluate Election Aftermath 
AB061628 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
0800 GMT 6 Mar 88 


[From the press review] 


{E-.cerpt] In the living memory of journalists, no elec- 
tions in Senegal have been so tumultuuu’s. All the news- 
papers have unanimously admitted that last Sunday's 
[28 February] elections were the most turbulent and the 
most tragic, even though the Senegalese people do not 
have a violent political temperament, as Babacar Syn 
emphasized. It is therefore immediately clear why all my 
fellow journalists have called for greater restraint and 
awareness to save this democracy, which is withering— 
the expression is from Sidi Gueye of SUD-HEBDO—in 
order to avoid the worst—the appeal of Sidi Lamine 
Niasse in (WALFATRI)}—and to stop the tarnishing of 
the image of our country—as Alioune Drame wrote in 
LE SOLEIL. 


Bara Diouf expressed this very well when he appealed to 
all Senegalese to change their behavior so as to defend 
democracy. As you can see, no journalists took an 
opposing view. They have all pleccded in defense of 
democracy. They were so ashamed—-all of them said it— 
of what they saw: a hideous picture, describe i by 
Alioune Drame as a vision of burned cars, looted shops 
and offices, demolished stalls, uprooted paving stones, 
burned tires, ransacked gas stations, burglarized houses, 
and bewildered citizens. After observing these scenes, 
Bara Diouf wrote in LE SOLEIL of crimes committed 
against democracy. And referring to the siate of emer- 
gency, he wondered: Should one abandon the city in the 
face of the destructive fury of men and children who 
were manipulated in their sinister enterprise of demoli- 
tion? Should one watch without reacting to the organized 
assassination of democracy? 


In (WALFATRI), Sidi Lamine Niasse is convinced that 
Senegal could have avoided these riotous incidenis if 
everyone had made an effort, first, the newspaper dizerc- 
tor explained, by choosing appropriate themes for 
speeches, especially by talking about concrete realities 
rather than engaging in personal and bitter attacks, and 
also by dropping the verbal threats that served only to 
aggravate the situation. According to the (WALFATRI) 
commentator, those were two factors that fueled pas- 
sions, resulting finally in the excesses of 29 February. 


As I told you, there is nothing more comforting than this 
call for restraint. and Sidi Lamine Niasse feels that what 
is now left to do is to avoid the worst by appea’ ing to the 
sense of patriotism of every Senegalese and, moreover, 
by giving equity and jurtice a real place in daily life. It is 
only under these conditions that we can expect to 
achieve national reconciliation and completely fulfill our 
potential. We must overcome ideological differences and 
remain truly ourselves; that is, remain strongly attached 
to the future of ovr country. 


FBIS-AFR-88-045 
8 March 1988 


During these days immediately following the elections, 
Babacar Toure added in SUD-HEBDO, Senegal is at a 
crossroads, and it is Senegalese who will lose if this 
misunderstanding is not settled. A strong state does not 
use violence or repression, and democracy, which 
requires people to behave democratically, Babacar 
Toure continued, is the least malicious of all political 
systems. So, let us cultivate it, because people are watch- 
ing us, he wrote. 


For his part, Abdoulaye Ndjarga Sylla, writing in SUD- 
HEBDO, calls for dialogue, which we badly need. Our 
country, he noted, must not witness confrontation 
between camps. It is by talking to one another that we 
will prove to the world that it is possible to overcome the 
contradictions that may come our way in a democracy 
that is still fragile, but is the trend of the future. 


Bara Diouf noted in LE SOLEIL that if today calm has 
returned to our cities, we should not forget that the 
proclamation by the Supreme Court of the results of the 
28 February elections does not in itself constitute an end 
to our nightmare. It is probably today that the most 
difficult time will begin for us Senegalese. Indeed, Bara 
Diouf noted, we need to review this political experience 
that we have chosen, for the sake of the young people, 
whose sudden eruption onto the scene has revealed a 
social malaise that we can and must check and cure. 


In conclusion we will say, as Sidi Gueye stressed in 
SUD-HEBDO, that even if Senegalese deomcracy has 
stumbled dangerously over the past few days, it never- 
theless remains the only choice in the face of our present 
and future difficulties. In this regard the errors and 
missteps, no matter how serious, cannot justify the 
abandonment, the renunciation, or even the stagnation 
of democracy. It is only he who walks who stumbles. We 
can pride ourselves on the effort. Therefore, as Sidi 
Gueye noted, let us have the courage and the wisdom to 
continue. 


Diouf Holds Post-Election Press Conference 
AB041547 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
1315 GMT 4 Mar 88 


[Press conference by Senegalese President Abdou Diouf 
following the proclamation of the official results of the 
28 February 1988 presidential and legislative elections 
given in Dakar on 4 March 1988 —recorded] 


[Excerpts] [Diouf] Mr Wade and the others were ques- 
tioned because there were open reports that they were 
threatening the internal security of the state. The law 
must follow its course. It is not my duty to free him. It is 
up to the law to decide. 


{Gerabine] Gerabine, Antenne 2. Will Mr Wade not 
become more of a problem for you—I mean politically— 
in prison than he would be if free? 
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[Diouf] That is not my problem. I am the president of the 
Republic. I am the keeper of the Constitution. I must see 
to the iuternal and external security of this country and 
if anybody violates the laws of the Republic in such a 
serious manner, he must be prepared to answer for it 
before the law. I must do my duty, without thinking of 
my reputation or any kind of political discomfort. You 
should know that I was not happy about ordering the 
arrest of Mr Wade or anybody else. All those who know 
me know that I am far from being [words indistinct] ar4 
I would have greatly preferred not to have had to order 
the arrest of anybody. But you and I witnessed the 
serious disturbances that took place in our capital, and 
you were also witnesses of the threats that preceded these 
disturbances. I am only doing my duty as keeper of the 
Constitution, and as the person responsible for the 
implementation of the law and for the internal and 
external security of this country. If Mr Wade is innocent, 
the law will determine this. If he is guilty, he will be 
sentenced. That is up to the law. 


{Niasse] Sidlami Niasse [words indistinct] Mr President, 
you are talking about reorganizing the democratic sys- 
tem. What exactly is going to change? Second question: 
The demonstrations of the young people which we 
witnessed also cause some concern about their future. 
How do you plan to solve this delicate problem during 
your new 5-year term of office? Finally, the issue of the 
Libyans is still a mysterious one. Can you shed more 
light on this issue? Thank you. 


[Diouf] Mr Niasse, I will answer you very briefly. First, 
any observer of the Senegalese electoral campaign and 
the events that followed saw clearly that there is some- 
thing wrong with Senegalese democracy. As far as I am 
concerned, I want to repeat that, by conviction, I am a 
pluralist and I will ensure that political pluralism will 
continue to exist in this country. It is out of the question 
for me to go back on this, even to the extent of limiting 
the free expression of ideas. This is out of the question. 
I believe that political pluralism is one of the achieve- 
ments of Senegalese democracy. Since coming to power, 
I have always fought to consolidate this political plural- 
ism and I wil not retreat on this. But we are forced to 
admit that there are certain things that are not working 
properly, and I need time to analyze all the problems, all 
the defects, all the perversions, and all the deviations, 
and to see how, while safeguarding political pluralism— 
which is necesary—we can make some improvements 
that will enable us to avoid these deviations and perver- 
sions in the future. 


On your second question—the problem of the young 
people—we must examine this in greater depth. You are 
aware that the malaise felt by these young people is not 
peculiar to Senegal. But during the elections that have 
just taken place, and during the electoral campaigns that 
preceded these elections, there was certainly a manipu- 
lation of the youths. You are fully aware of that. There 
was indeed a manipulation of the youths, who were used 
for political ends. You said that these young people 
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yearn for change, but I want to say once again that that 
is just a slogan. Nobody in this country has made more 
changes that I have. If we ia’c stock of what has been 
don since 1981, we can see that a lot of things have 
cha1.ged, in line with my policies. [passage omitted] 


The third question concerns the problem of the Libyans. 
I know no more than you do, Mr Niasse. I was somewhat 
upset by this matter, I must confess, because the coming 
into this country of these libyans with such intentions 
did not at all correspond to the recent state of my 
relations with Colonel al-Qadhdhafi or with the relations 
between Senegal and Libya. This is why we are examin- 
ing this issue with much wisdom, serenity, and calm. 
Here also, investigations will continue to determine what 
has happened. You are aware that I have also sent 
emissaries to Colonel al-Qadhdhafi who also, I believe, is 
asking himself questions. In the end, we will get to the 
bottom of this matter and determine what decisions to 
make in consequence. 


[Mbaye] LE SENEGAL D’AUJOURD’HUI. Mr Presi- 
dent, the opposition defeated the Socialist Party in 
Bignona. Do you think this could be linked to the 
separatist movement there? Second question: Our rela- 
tions with financial institutions like the World Bank and 
the IMF have made the people unhappy. Do you not 
think this unhappiness is [words indistinct] today? 
Thank you. 


[Diouf] Mr Mbaye, I am hestitating a little bit to answer 
your two questions but... [changes thought] I think what 
happened at Bignona is not connected with the problem 
of the Casamance separatists. I think it is just democra- 
cy. This is a clear illustration of the fact that the elections 
were free and fair. We lost in Bignona. We must be good 
losers and we must not look for political explanations in 
this expression of the political will of the Senegalese 
voters. I do not think that it is linked to the separatist 
problem in the Casamance region at all. At the moment, 
this is what I think. 


Concerning the IMF and the World Bank, I have always 
said that Senegal conducts an autonomous policy. But 
Senegal is assisted by friendly countries, by financial 
institutions like the IMF and the World Bank. We have 
embarked upon an economic revival policy. It would be 
suicidal if we did not do this because we would be 
leaving the country [words indistinct] to economic 
destruction. You are aware that this revival policy has 
borne fruit. The government's structural adjustment 
policy is a policy that enabled us to achieve a microeco- 
nomic balance as well as a growth rate higher than what 
we expected in the last 3 years, a growth rate of about 4 
percent, while we expected to have an average growth 
rate of 3.5 percent a year. I do not think we must accuse 
the IMF and the World Bank. We are discussing with 
them firmly. They have their views and we have ours, 
and in the final analysis we will make decisions that will 
allow the revival and economic progress of our country. 
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I do not deny that an economic revival policy, an 
austerity policy, a policy that calls for sacrifices by the 
whole nation, can generate unhappiness or [words indis- 
tinct] but what I want the Senegalese people to under- 
stand is that for serious leaders, who have the future of 
Senegal at heart, and given the troubled situation pre- 
vailing when I became president of the Republic, there 
was no other solution. There was no other policy. Even 
those who made demagogic promises during the electoral 
campaign, had they been elected, would have been 
forced to adopt the same policy. [passage omitted] 


{Unidentified reporter] Africa No |. Mr President, in the 
aftermath of the Senegalese elections, we heard some 
highly placed people comment on the democratic multi- 
party system experience of Senegal. The priority pro- 
gram for the economic revial of Africa, which you talked 
about a while ago, points out the need for African 
countries to fight against the weaknesses of the institu- 
tional infrastructures at the continental level. In this 
connection, do you not have the impression that the way 
the elections were held and the events that followed— 
while in the long run showing Senegal to be a showcase 
for democracy—could be seen as a negative example by 
African countries that are in a hurry to find an easy way 
out and revert to the single party system? My second 
question is: In connection with the reorganization you 
are planning for the Senegalese democratic system, will 
Senegalese nationals living abroad be allowed to vote in 
the future? Thank you. 


[Diouf] Thank you. First of all, let me emphasize this 
point. What I am doing here in Senegal is a pure 
Senegalese experience, which is adapted to Senegalese 
realities, with its difficulties, with its dangers, and with 
the obstacles that come our way. Any difficult endeavor 
such as this must confront obstacles. But I have always 
said that this experience cannot be exported. [passage 
omitted] As for your second question, I will simply say 
that for a very long time I have been thinking this over. 
Of course, there will be material difficulties. I truly hope 
that Senegalese who live abroad will be able to vote in 
the next national elections. I am not referring to the 1989 
municipal elections. It is my wish for us to begin study- 
ing the issue so that Senegalese nationals living abroad 
will be able to vote during the 1993 elections. [passage 
omitted] 


[Unidentified reporter] Mr President, Radio France 
Internationale. Do you plan to amend the electoral code, 
in particular concerning the need for voters to present an 
identity card in addition to the election card during 
voting? Second question: Concerning Mr (Amadou Dan- 
soko), it seems he is suffering from diabetes. He is 
currently being detained and his family would like to 
have his health condition checked. Have you been 
informed about this situation and will you allow doctors 
to visit him? 


[Diouf] Of course, the problem of the electoral code is 
still with us. As I have already said, Senegalese democ- 
racy is imperfect and we must try to perfect it. But there 
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is a problem that is more fundamental than the one you 
have raised. It is the problem of the rate of participation 
in elections. The whole issue revolves around this prob- 
lem. I think we had a rate of participation of about 58 
percent, taking into account the invalid votes and so on. 
That is not bad, but I think it is too low and that we can 
do better. The major problem comes from the slowness 
of the electorial operations. People take too much time 
to vote and the lines are long. When the voting places 
close, you still see a great number of voters who have 
been unable to vote. [passage omitted including passage 
indistinct] That is my problem. 


Concerning mr (Amadou Dansoko), that is a matter of 
the law. He is being detained by the authorities. In any 
case, we are humane and we know that a sick man needs 
medical care. There are doctors who can examine him 
and if it is necessary for him to be examined by a 
specialist, we will send one to examine him. Mr (Dan- 
soko’s) state of health presents no problem. We will take 
care of it, and now that you have mentioned it, I will be 
sure to look into it further. 


[Drame] Drame, LE SOLEIL. [Words indistinct] results 
of the elections I would like to know your interpretation 
of the gap between the PS [Socialist Party] results in 
1988 and the party’s results in 1983? 


[Diouf] Well, Mr Drame, that is an important question. 
However, I would rather look at the problem from 
another angle. In 1988, after a difficult term of office 
characterized by a policy of economic revival and struc- 
tural adjustment which has forced people to make a lot 
of sacrifices, a policy which, as we said a while ago, has 
certainly made some people unhappy [words indistinct], 
is it not a brilliant victory for the president of the 
Republic to win 73.20 percent of the vote? That is how I 
see the problem. And we must note the electoral cam- 
paign we witnessed, with all the demagogic promises we 
heard. Yet, we succeeded in obtaining such results. The 
results were good. [passage omitted] 


[Toure] Babacar Toure, SID HEBDO. [passage omitted] 
Third question: The issue of alternation is one of the 
institutional problems of Senegalese democracy. The 
fact that it is impossible for the [word indistinct] to hold 
power, according to the current system, has been one of 
the causes of the events that we all witnessed. o you 
plan to correct this system, and what kind of relations do 
you intend to have with the opposition, in view of the 
lack of dialogue prevailing now? Thank you. 
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[Diouf] [passage omitted] Concerning the issue of alter- 
nation, Mr Toure, | do not understand you. Quite 
honestly, alternation is something the people should 
decide. Alternation means that every 5 years, the presi- 
dent of the Republic must run again for election and the 
people are called upon to choose whom they want. Either 
the president of the Republic again runs for election or 
[words indistinct]. But alternation does not mean what is 
called rotation, in the international organizations, for 
example. It is not systematic. We cannot say well, Abdou 
Diouf will rule for 5 years and then after that he must go 
and someone else must take over. That is not alternation. 
It is the people who must decide. In my opinion, all the 
established institutions, beginning with the Constitution, 
are there to encourage alternation if the people so desirv. 
We cannot impose on the people a president or a deputy 
they do not like. That is my answer. [passage omitted] 


Sierra Leone 


Financial, Technical Accord Signed With FRG 
AB061747 Paris AFP in English 1627 GMT 6 Mar 88 


[Text] Freetown, March 6 (AFP)}—Sierra Leone and 
West Germany have signed a technical and financial 
cooperation agreement under which Bonn will sponsor 
development projects in the West African country. The 
agreement, worth 235 million dollars includes a three- 
year rural development project in southern Sierra Leone, 
rehabilitation of the energy sector, agriculture and med- 
ical aid, development of a breakwater system, road 
construction and a one-year fisheries programme. Bonn 
is also to assist in the setting up of a national planning 
and development institute to provide the government 
with economic advice. 


14 Guineans Charged With Currency Smuggling 
AB061611 Paris AFP in English 1556 GMT 6 Mar 88 


[Text] Freetown, March 6 (AFP)}—Fourteen Guinean 
businessmen are to appear in court here Wednesday [9 
March] charged with currency trafficking after the dis- 
covery of the “biggest currency cache” in recent years, 
police said Sunday. The Guineans were arrested after 
three vehicles were intercepted by a joint military and 
police patrol on Saturday near the Sierra Leone-Guinea 
border with nearly four million leones (209,000 U.S. 
dollars) on board. Police said the currency was about to 
be smuggled into neighbouring Guinea. Since coming to 
power two years ago, Sierra Leonean President Joseph 
Momoh has declared open war on profiteers, hoarders 
and smugglers. 


